In our paper, which presents and discusses results on the optical and electronic properties of hydride-terminated germanium nanoclusters, a description of the synthesis method used to produce these nanoclusters was given, but the description of the synthesis does not advise the readers of a serious safety issue. Specifically, the reaction described in our paper can produce substantial quantities of germane ͑GeH 4 ͒ gas, which is potentially pyrophoric and highly toxic. Thus, the purpose of this erratum is to bring this fact to the reader's attention and to advise that we do not recommend that this synthesis be employed; however if this procedure is repeated, precautions must be taken to deal with this hazardous product. Safer synthetic methods for producing germanium nanoparticles are known.
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The reaction described in our paper involves the addition of a solution of LiAlH 4 to a solution of GeCl 4 ͑or GeBr 4 , or GeI 4 ͒, which occurs with vigorous bubbling. The gas evolved was misidentified in our paper as hydrogen only. While hydrogen is indeed evolved, germane gas is also evolved in appreciable quantities. Production of germane with these reagents is wellestablished chemistry, and has been reported to occur with a 30% yield in diethyl ether.
3 The reaction described in our paper produces both germane gas and germanium nanoparticles, therefore the yield of nanoparticles cannot be 100% as stated in our paper.
We regard the production of germane to be a sufficiently serious safety issue as to warrant this erratum, as germane is both potentially pyrophoric and extremely toxic. Germane's toxicity is so extreme that it is recommended that self-contained breathing apparatus be available for immediate use when handling germane. 4 The procedure described in our paper released the germane into the inert atmosphere of a glovebox, which is unsafe for a number of reasons. Glovebox antechambers are often filled from the main chamber, and if germane is drawn into an antechamber, a toxic chemical plume would be released when a user opens the outer port of the antechamber. Germane could also escape through a glovebox's pressure equilibration system ͑e.g., vacuum pump or bubbler͒, causing a fire or release of the toxic gas. Germane production in a benchtop reaction in a chemical fume hood is also not recommended unless great care is taken to prevent accidental exposure.
Our paper describes germanium tetrachloride as an ionic salt that partitions to the interior of inverse micelles due to its lack of solubility in octane. This is erroneous; the bonds in germanium tetrachloride are covalent, and it is soluble in octane and a host of other nonpolar solvents. It is therefore unlikely that the reaction is strictly confined to the interior of the micelles, as described in our paper.
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